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The posters read: NO RIDERS
TODAY; SUPPORT MRS. PARKS—
STAY OFF THE BUSES; WALK ON
MONDAY. The women made
enough posters for almost every
citizen of color in Montgomery.
The next morning, as people read
the posters, they remembered the
joy they felt when the Supreme
Court declared that separate was
not equal. They were sure that
once the highest court in the land
had spoken, they would not be
treated so badly. But that was not
the case.

Soon after the ruling, Emmett
Till, a fourteen-year-old boy in
Money, Mississippi, was viciously
lynched. At his funeral, more than
one hundred thousand people
mourned with his mother. She
left his casket open, saying, “I
want the world to see what they
did to my boy.” Now, only weeks
after his killers were freed, Rosa
Parks had taken a courageous
stand. The people were ready to
stand with her.
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They came together in a great

mass meeting: the Women’s
Political Council, the NAACP, and
all the churches. They needed
someone to speak for them, to
give voice to the injustice. Every-
one agreed that the Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr., would be
ideal. “We will stay off the buses,”
Dr. King intoned. “We will walk
until justice runs down like water
and righteousness like a mighty

stream.”
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i And the people walked. They walked in the rain. They walked in
3 the hot sun. They walked early in the morning. They walked late
at night. They walked at Christmas, and they walked at Easter.
They walked on the Fourth of July; they walked on Labor Day. They

walked on Thanksgiving, and then it was almost Christmas again.
They still walked.
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People from all over the United States sent
shoes and coats and money so that the citizens
of Montgomery could walk. Everyone was
proud of their nonviolent movement. And the
soul force that bound the community together
would sustain many marchers for the years of

struggle that were yet to come.
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On November 13, 1956, almost a year after the arrest of
Rosa Parks, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled
that segregation on the buses, like segregation at schools,
was illegal. Segregation was wrong.

Rosa Parks said no so that the Supreme Court could
remind the nation that the Constitution of the United
States makes no provision for second-class citizenship.
We are all equal under the law and are all entitled to its

protection.




The integrity, the dignity,
the quiet strength of Rosa Parks

turned her no into a YES for change.
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